JOHN    EVELYN
twenty thousand pounds' worth of jewels, she spent
even the odd moments when she was off the stage in
a corner of the "tireing room" ("where several ladies,
her companions, were railing with the gallants/5)
in silence, reading a book of devotion. After the
entertainment is over "away she slips like a Spirit to
Berkeley House and to her oratory.55
Margaret Blagge married Sidney Godolphin
(afterwards Earl of Godolphin) secretly, and for
some unaccountable reason she never even told
Evelyn, who had been very close to her, acting as a
sort of father confessor. He admits this occasioned
"a friendly quarrel" between them. But she went
further and suggested in a letter that she might not
marry. "This,53 comments Evelyn, "was the only
time that in her life she ever prevaricated with me/'
He cannot help saying, "I took it a little to heart she
should so industriously conceal a thing from one to
whom she had all along communicated her most
Intimate thoughts." The reason for the secrecy was
never clear. Perhaps her husband imposed a promise
of silence on her. Nevertheless her treatment of
Evelyn was not to her credit. When they met later
she was very repentant, and of course Evelyn would
not allow their friendship to be Injured, and he took
infinite pains In superintending the building of a
house for the young couple in Scotland Yard,
Margaret accompanied the Berkeleys to Paris,
Lord Berkeley having been appointed Ambassador.
She was "overwhelmed with grief" when she took
solemn leave of Evelyn on the beach. He cannot
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